
  

 One Sunday a few months ago, Pastor Gary Witkop of Community in 
Christ Lutheran Brethren Church in Arvada, Colorado, had an idea. When the 
offering was taken, instead of asking people to throw in their contributions, he 
asked them instead to put their hands in the plate and pull out a fistful of cash! 
 
 It wasn’t quite like that! They did indeed have a “normal” offering. And it 
wasn’t a spur-of-the-moment decision. Witkop and the church leaders discussed 
the idea carefully. After all, no pastor in his or her right mind is going to say 
something like that unless there’s a catch. Right? 
 
 Right! Pastor Witkop added an important proviso: Take some money out of 
the plate, and give it to someone else. So the plate was passed and people 
were asked to take out envelopes with $25 inside. 
 
 People were shocked, but the results have been interesting. One person 
bought an inspirational book to give to a friend whose son is struggling with sub-
stance abuse. Another donated the money to a family whose son is autistic. 
This sort of thing is called a “reverse offering.” It’s been done before. But it’s still 
unusual. 
 
 It’s just a reminder that “the widow’s mite” can still go a long way. It’s also 
a reminder that the gifts we give, even though small, don’t need to be just cash 
gifts. A card, a letter, a book, or perhaps something we’ve had for many years 
but now it’s time to pass it along to someone who would value it. There are 
many ways we can bring a blessing into someone’s life just by giving. Think 
about it. 
 
Prayer: O God, thank You for giving me so much! I can’t begin to count it 
all or add it up! Help me to be more conscious of what I can give, even 
small things, or in small ways. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading: Acts 2:42-47  

TODAY’S THOUGHT: The sage does not hoard. Having bestowed all he 
has on others, he has yet more; having given all he has to others, he is 
richer still.  —Anonymous  
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Joshua’s Promise!
F ind  the  le t te r  o f  the  a lphabet  that  i s  miss ing  in  

each  row and wr i te  i t  i n  the  space  prov ided .  
Then read  f rom top  to  bot tom to  hear  I s rae l ’ s  

p romise  to  Joshua in  Joshua 24:24  (NIV) .  
 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVXYZ   
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFDCBA 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVXYZ   
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJHGFEDCBA  
ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMKJIHGFEDCBA 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFDCBA  
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA  
ABCDFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA  
ABCDEFGIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFDCBA  
ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPNMLKJIHGFEDCBA  
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFECBA  
BCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPOMLKJIHGFEDCBA 
ABCEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPNMLKJIHGFEDCBA  
ACDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFDCBA  
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIGFEDCBA   
ABCDEFGHJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ  
ZYXWVUTSRQPONLKJIHGFEDCBA   

RIDDLE 
 

A father is 62 
when his 

daughter is 
36. How many 

years is it 
since she was 

exactly  
one-third his 

age?  
(answer below) 

Joshua’s promise: See Joshua 24:24 (NIV); Riddle: 23. She was 13, he was 39. 


