












The Standard

To the law and 
to the 
testimony!  If 
they do not 
speak 
according to 
this word, it is 
because they 
have no  light.    
Isaiah 8:20



… and you have 
perseverance 
and have 
endured for My 
name’s sake, 
and have not 
grown weary.  
But, I have this 
against you, that 
you have left 
your first love.

Revelation 2:3, 4



Return to First Love

1. We love because He first 
loved us. 1 John 4:19

2. This is how we know what 
love is: Jesus Christ laid down 
His life for us. 1 John 3:16



Remember 
therefore from 
where you have 
fallen, and repent 
and do the deeds 
you did at first; or 
else I am coming to 
you, and will 
remove your 
lampstand out of 
its place -- unless 
you repent.

Revelation 2:5



Warning to Ephesus

1. No repentance = removal of the  
lampstand 

Note:  This warning must have been 
heeded initially.  Bishop Ignatius of 
Antioch (early 2nd century) wrote of 
their devotion and doctrinal purity.



Counsel to Ephesus

1.  Remember
2.  Repent
3.  Resume

Note:  In the Bible, the first step 
toward spiritual renewal is never to 
do a new thing.  It is always to 
remember and reaffirm faith in 
what God has done.



Yet this you do have, 
that you hate the 
deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I 
also hate.  He who has 
an ear let him hear 
what the Spirit says to 
the churches.  To him 
who overcomes, I will 
grant to eat of the tree 
of life, which is in the 
paradise of God.

Revelation 2:6, 7



Promise to Ephesus

1. Eat from the tree of life.

Note:  Many Ephesian Christians 
were former pagans.  The pagans 
believed that a man’s life was 
connected to a tree and when he 
died his spirit returned to it.  It 
was against the law to cut down a
tree in a cemetery.






